STATEMENT OF REASONS


The City of Newcastle upon Tyne 
(Waiting Restrictions and On Street Parking Places) Order 2026 
(Blackett Street – Red Route) Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 2026

The Council’s reasons for proposing to make the above Order are as follows:
Blackett Street forms part of a key public transport corridor within the city centre and experiences high volumes of bus movements, together with very high levels of pedestrian activity. Existing access restrictions are in place at either end of the street to limit through traffic and manage vehicle movements.
A Red Route introduces a ‘no stopping’ restriction designed to reduce delays and maintain the efficient movement of traffic, particularly public transport. It is also intended to improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists by minimising conflict with stationary vehicles.
Red Routes are indicated by double red line markings and prohibit stopping, waiting, and loading by motor vehicles, except where specific exemptions apply. Exemptions include licensed hackney carriage taxis and vehicles displaying a valid disabled person’s badge for the purposes of picking up and setting down passengers, provided this can be undertaken safely and not within a bus stop clearway. The restriction applies across the full width of the highway, including the carriageway, footway, and verge.
In order to support local servicing requirements, it is also proposed to provide a designated loading bay within Blackett Street where loading and unloading activity can take place in a controlled manner without adversely affecting the free flow of traffic. This will ensure that businesses can continue to receive deliveries while maintaining the overall effectiveness of the Red Route.
Red Routes have been introduced in other locations within Newcastle upon Tyne and have been successful in reducing congestion, improving journey time reliability, discouraging unlawful and obstructive parking, and contributing to improved road safety and local air quality.
It is proposed to implement these measures on an experimental basis using an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO). This will enable the Council to monitor the impacts of the scheme in operation. A statutory consultation period will run for up to six months from the date the Order comes into force, during which time feedback will be considered before any decision is made as to whether the provisions of the Order should be made permanent, modified, or revoked.
